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The aim of this module is to familiarise students with the major issues and 

methodologies of variationist research as well as to equip them with the 

necessary skills and tools to identify, analyse and interpret particular cases of 

variation and/or linguistic change at the different levels of analysis (phonological, 

morphosyntactic, lexical and semantico-pragmatic). 
 
 
 

 
 
 

G01 - Ability to delve into those concepts, principles, theories or models related to the 

various areas of English Studies, as well as to become familiar with the methodology 

required to solve those problems typical of this field of study. 

G02 - Ability to apply the knowledge gained/obtained within the multidisciplinary and 
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mutifaceted/versatile area of English Studies. 

G03 - Ability to use the new information and communication technologies (ICTs) 

efficiently within the realm of English Studies. 

G04 - Ability to present experiences, ideas or reports in public, as well as to express 

informed opinions based on criteria, external rules or personal reflections, for which a 

sufficient command of the academic and scientific language, both written and oral, will 

be necessary. 

G05 - Abilities to investigate and manage new knowledge and information within the 

context of English Studies. 

G06 - Ability to acquire/achieve critical thinking that will lead students to consider the 

relevance of the existing research in the fields of study that make up/shape/define 

English Studies, as well as the relevance of their own investigations. 

G07 - Abilities to consolidate and develop the C2 linguistic competence in the spoken 

and written use of the English language. 

G08 - Progressive autonomy in the learning process, personal/individual search for 

resources and information, by getting access/accessing (to) bibliographical and 

documentary references on the various areas that make up/define/shape English 

Studies. 

G09 - Ability to carry out research work of an academic nature in the different realms 

of English Studies. 

G10 - Ability to present research work using the appropriate terminology and and 

resources. 

E01 - Knowledge of the main methods of linguistic research. 

E02 - Knowledge of the main resources, tools and methods for linguistic research. 

E06 – Knowledge of studies ans research on language variation an change in English. 

 



 

 
 
1. Introducing language variation and change: linguistic variation as a condition for 

linguistic change. 

2. Basic types of linguistic change: Simplification and elaboration. 

3. Factors determining variation and change: Internal and external factors. 

4. Materials for the study of variation and change in English. The nature of the 

evidence and its limitations. 

5. Variation and change in the different linguistic components. 

6. An overview of approaches to the study of language variation and change. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This course combines lectures and seminars, together with online coursework and 

other assignments. 

Each student will be assigned a topic for a written paper and an oral presentation. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Lectures        5h 100% attendance 

In-class interactive seminars     7h  100% attendance 

Tutoring         2h 100% attendance 

Active participation in online forums    4h 0% attendance 

Online self-asessment activities      2h 0% attendance 

Assignments and paper writing     31h 0% attendance 

Recommended readings (including self-assessment)  
and bibliographic search       24h 0% attendance 

 
 
 
 

CONTENIDOS / CONTENTS 

METODOLOGÍA / TEACHING METHODOLOGY 
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First opportunity: 
 

1. 5% Active participation in the sessions. Please note that attendance to the sessions 

is compulsory. (Assessed competences: G04, G06, G07) 

2. 45% Exercises (e.g. in-class or home assignments) to be submitted via the 

teaching platform. (Assessed competences: G01, G02, G03, G04, G05, G06, G07, 

G08, E01, E02, E06) 

3. 50% Oral presentation and paper (1,500 words, excluding references). (Assessed 

competences: G01, G02, G03, G04, G05, G06, G07, G08, G09, G10, E01, E02, 

E06) 

In order to pass this module, students must obtain at least a mark of 50 (out of 100) 

in items 2 and 3. 

 

Second opportunity: 
 

Students will have to repeat only those parts (exercise(s) and paper) in which they did 

not reach a pass in the first opportunity. 

 
Students officially exempt from class attendance: 

 
Students will have to hand in all course exercises (50%) and submit an essay on a 

case study (2,000 words excluding references) (50%). 

 
 

Important notes: 
 
All exercises and tests will be done in English. Overall correctness in language and 

in the use of formal conventions is indispensable. Therefore, grammatical and 

orthographic mistakes will be penalised. 

 

Academic misconduct (including cheating, plagiarism, collusion or fabrication of 

results) will not be tolerated and will be penalised. 

EVALUACIÓN / ASSESSMENT 
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COMPLEMENTARY BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Whenever necessary, the list of basic bibliography will be complemented with 

specialised literature. 

 

 

 
 

Students are expected to complete all assignments and readings suggested by 

the lecturer(s), and to come to the sessions prepared to discuss them. Students 

must visit the eLearning platform for the course regularly. Students are expected 

to check their university email on a regular basis: announcements and last-

minute changes will be notified via the teaching platform. 

Lecturers’ e-mail addresses   

mjlopez.couso@usc.es 
belen.mendez@usc.es 
 

OTRA INFORMACIÓN Y/O RECOMENDACIONES / FURTHER 

INFORMATION 
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